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No U.S. Desire to “Americanize”
Somali Peace Process

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

peace process.

Assistant Secretary of
State for African Affairs
Johnnie Carson told re-
porters in Washington
March 12 that media
accusations of U.S. mili-
tary advisers in Somalia
to aid the TFG are incor-
rect. Those allegations
“do not reflect the accu-
racy of our policy,” he
said.

Washington — As
press reports suggest
a military offensive
by the Transitional
Federal Government
of Somalia (TFG) is
under way against al-
Shabab militants in
Mogadishu, the top
U.S. envoy to Africa
says military opera-
tions are the respon-
sibility of the TFG,
and U.S. policy to-
ward the war-torn
country is guided by
its support for the

“We have provided lim-
ited military support to
the Transitional Federal
Government” through
(Continued on page 6)

The U.S. supports Somalia’s Tran-
sitional Federal Government, led by
Sharif Sheikh Ahmed, but has no
military role in the country.

U.S. Human Rights Report Has
Far-Reaching Impact

By Jane Morse
Staff Writer

Washington — The original purpose for |
the annual Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices was to provide the
U.S. Congress with information on
countries to which the United States
sends aid. “But it has become much
bigger than that,” according to Michael
H. Posner.

A
ETATS-UNS

Michael H. Posner, Assistant Secretary for
the State Department’s Bureau of Democ-
racy, Human Rights and Labor, speaks at a
U.N. Human Rights Council meeting in Geneva.

“Today it is the single most compre-
hensive look at human rights around
the world done by anyone,” Posner,
assistant secretary for the State De-
partment’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, told America.gov in
a recent interview. The report is “a baseline of information about what’s going
(Continued on page 2)
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U.S. Human Rights Report Has Far-Reaching Impact...

(Continued from page 1)
on in human rights every year.”

The Human Rights Report, its com-
monly used shortened title, covers
internationally recognized civil, po-
litical and worker rights as outlined
in the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights ( http://
www.america.gov/un-
declaration.html ). These rights in-
clude freedom from torture and
other cruel treatment, freedom from
prolonged detention without
charge, and freedom from other
flagrant violations of the rights to
life, liberty and security.

This year the report has been ex-
panded. More information will be
reported on workers’ rights, child
soldiers, reproductive rights, prac-
tices that endanger indigenous peo-
ple, and discrimination against ho-
mosexuals and victims of HIV/
AIDS.

“Activists in many countries rely on
the report,” Posner said, “both be-
cause it gives them information
they can’t get from their own me-
dia, and also because as a product
of the United States government it
has some extra importance and
power. And so we find that a lot of
activists not only read the report,
they circulate the report, they cite
the report, and it gives them a
sense of amplifying their own con-
cerns [about human rights] and
gives them some more authority in
debating these issues within their
own societies.”

The report encourages governments
to improve their human rights prac-
tices, according to Posner. He cred-
its the findings of the annual re-
ports for motivating the government
of Zimbabwe to close in the mid-
1980s at least one prison in which
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prisoners suffered under horrible
conditions. The U.S. Human Rights
Report, Posner said, often draws
attention to abuses that would oth-
erwise go unnoticed on the world
stage.

“And governments under the pres-
sure of that kind of scrutiny decide
to make changes,” he said.

The Human Rights Report also plays
a role in determining refugee status
in immigration courts in the United
States, Posner said. “It's not defini-
tive, but it has been a central piece
in making the claim that somebody
is going to fear persecution being
returned to their home country,”
Posner said. “So the report became
an essential document in that quasi-
judicial setting.”

Since September 2009, Posner has
been in charge of the State Depart-
ment operation that collects, as-
sembles and distributes human
rights information on more than
190 governments. For many years
he was a consumer and critic of the
report — first as the executive di-
rector and then as the president of
Human Rights First ( http://
www.humanrightsfirst.org/ ), a
nonprofit, nonpartisan, international
human rights organization based in
New York and Washington. In those
capacities, he said, he spent many
hours examining the methodology,
findings and evolution of the report.

Mandated by the U.S. Congress in
the mid-1970s, the report has
steadily grown to include more
comprehensive reviews on the prac-
tices of a greater number of govern-
ments on a greater range of human
rights practices. “Now we have a
really radically different product,”
Posner said. “It's thousands of
pages long, and it reflects a much
more sophisticated fact-gathering

approach both at the embassy level
and here in Washington. So it really
is quite an extraordinary document
in terms of its comprehensiveness
and detail.”

Although most people might focus
on the individual country reports
themselves, Posner has been inter-
ested in the impact they’ve had on
the people producing them. The
Human Rights Report, Posner said,
“has probably been the single most
important educative tool for the
[U.S.] Foreign Service.”

“We’'ve developed a culture where
our diplomats are mandated by law
to go out and meet human rights
leaders and journalists and human
rights activists and civil society —
all sorts of people who are not tra-
ditionally at the center of what an
embassy would be doing,” Posner
said. “And that has had an unbe-
lievable impact in terms of the sen-
sitivity of foreign service officers to
what [human rights] is all about.”

The goal of the U.S. Human Rights
Report is to tell the truth, Posner
said. “It is for sure going to make
things more complicated for our
diplomats around the world,” Pos-
ner said. “We’'re going to have gov-
ernments mad at them because we
are telling the truth. But that gives
the exercise integrity. And it’s part
of the way we are operating and
have operated and will continue to
operate. That discomfort is far out-
weighed in my mind by having ac-
curate assessment of what’s going
on so that we can make intelligent
policy decisions.”

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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Women of Courage Honored at State Department

By Jane Morse

Staff Writer -

Washington — First lady
Michelle Obama and Secre-
tary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton honored
women human rights activ-
ists from around the world
with this year’s Women of
Courage awards at a spe-
cial ceremony March 10 at
the State Department.

“These 10 women have
overcome personal adver-
sity, threats, arrest and
assault to dedicate them-
selves to activism for hu-

| invited
) guests in
the room
were young
women
from a local
| school and
Y, from the
White
House men-
toring pro-
gram, which
pairs young
people from
area high
schools

mentors for

man rights,” said Melanne
Verveer, the State Depart-
ment’s first-ever ambassa-
dor-at-large for global
women’s issues, in intro-
ductory remarks. “From

SECRETARY OF STATE Hillary Clinton (left) and First Lady Michelle Obama a year.

(right) present the 2010 International Women of Courage Award to Ann Njogu “Listen

of Kenya in Washington March 10. Njogu helped pass Kenya's Sexual Offences "

Act, and she continues to expose corruption and advocate for women, even closely,

after enduring arrests and beatings. Obama told
the young

striving to give more voice to politi-
cally underrepresented women in
Afghanistan to documenting human
rights abuses in Zimbabwe, these
heroic individuals have made it their
life’s work to increase freedom and
equality in the world.”

The awardees this year are Shukria
Asil of Afghanistan, Colonel Shafiqa
Quraishi of Afghanistan, Androula
Henriques of Cyprus, Sonia Pierre
of the Dominican Republic, Shadi
Sadr of Iran, Ann Njogu of Kenya,
Dr. Lee Ae-ran of South Korea, Jan-
sila Majeed of Sri Lanka, Sister
Marie Claude Naddaf of Syria and
Jestina Mukoko of Zimbabwe.

The Women of Courage award was
established in 2007 by then-
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice to recognize and honor women
around the globe who have shown
exceptional courage and leadership
in promoting women’s rights and
advancement.
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Clinton said the stories of this
year’s honorees are a reminder of
how much work there is to do be-
fore human rights are respected and
protected by all governments. She
told the Women of Courage
awardees: “We are standing with
you. ... We here at the State De-
partment and [the Obama] admini-
stration are trying to be good part-
ners. ... We look forward to building
relationships with you.”

Clinton emphasized that the United
States will be watchful of the
awardees’ safety. “We send a mes-
sage to your governments, who
may not be thrilled that you are
here, that we will be watching them
as well.”

Michelle Obama lauded the
awardees for taking risks and facing
hardships few people are willing to
endure. She noted that among the

women, “because if these women
can endure relentless threats, then
surely you can all keep going. ...
None of you are too young to start
making a difference.” She urged the
young American women to take
inspiration from the Women of
Courage awardees.

Speaking on behalf of all the
awardees, Jestina Mukoko of Zim-
babwe said the Women of Courage
award is “a solidarity message that
unites women all over the world. ...
By accepting this award, we con-
firm that women have a place in the
fight for equality and justice.”

Also speaking at the awards cere-
mony was Andrea Jung, chairman
and chief executive officer of Avon,
a 125-year-old company that got its
start by providing women with op-
portunities for economic independ-
ence through the sale of cosmetics.
(Continued on page 6)
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For Human Rights Heroine, “No Ordinary Arrest”

By Carlyn Reichel
Staff Writer

Washington — They came in the
middle of the night asking for
Jestina Mukoko. She did not even
have time to put on her shoes and
glasses before they seized and
blindfolded her, taking her to an
undisclosed location where
the world would not know
what happened to her for
weeks.

“l knew that this was no
ordinary arrest,” she said,
“and | knew, as a human
rights defender, that |
thought | was being ab-
ducted. But | wasn’t sure if
it was state security
agents or ZANU-PF
agents.”

ZANU-PF is the Zimbabwe
African National Union -
Patriotic Front, at the time
the country’s ruling politi-
cal party.

television and radio journalist, she
was interviewing women who had
suffered violence and, for the first
time in her career, she was unable
to finish the interviews. “I felt emo-
tionally drained, and physically | just
could not look at these women and
imagine what they went through.”
Since then, Mukoko has worked

Earlier in the week, she explained
that in Zimbabwe, “if you are a hu-
man rights activist, you are labeled
a puppet of the West; you are la-
beled a member of the then-
opposition, the MDC [Movement for
Democratic Changel. You are also
immediately an enemy of the
state.”

That much is evidenced by Mu-
koko’s personal ordeal. For
three weeks after her abduction
in December 2008, Mukoko
was imprisoned, tortured, cut
off from all outside communica-
tion and forced to confess to
crimes against the state. At
times, Mukoko’s abductors
forced her to kneel on gravel; at
others, they lashed the soles of
her feet. Occasionally, the pain
was so intense, she felt as if
she had left her body.

" When international political

ll pressure finally brought about
‘|| her release on bail, Mukoko

# faced charges of attempting to

It is a story that is all too
familiar for human rights
advocates around the

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and
First Lady Michelle Obama present the 2010
International Women of Courage Award to Jestina
Mukoko of Zimbabwe.

overthrow a constitutionally
elected government. “But at the
time that | was being accused
of this, there was no constitu-

world, but Mukoko would
not disappear so easily. She fought
the system of corruption and be-
came an international symbol of the
struggle for human rights in her
home country of Zimbabwe. That is
just one of the reasons U.S. Secre-
tary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
and first lady Michelle Obama hon-
ored her as one of this year’s 10
International Women of Courage
Award winners.

Mukoko’s calling to human rights
work began after the outbreak of
violence following the 2002 elec-
tions in Zimbabwe. As a longtime
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tirelessly, often in the face of great
personal danger, to document politi-
cally motivated human rights viola-
tions as executive director of the
Zimbabwe Peace Project.

As Mukoko noted March 10 during
the International Women of Courage
Awards ceremony ( http://
www.america.gov/st/democracyhr-
english/2010/
March/20100310183601ajesromO.
3007733.html ) at the U.S. State
Department, the life and work of
human rights defenders around the
world is not for the faint-hearted.

tionally elected government in
Zimbabwe. We were awaiting re-
sults of an election that had been
conducted in March, and the results
of which were withheld for five
weeks.”

Mukoko took her fight all the way
through the justice system to the
Supreme Court of Zimbabwe,

where she won. The court unani-
mously agreed that her rights had
been violated, but in retrospect,
Mukoko realizes how lucky she
was. “l had a profile, and | had
made contacts with people in a

(Continued on page 10)
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Clinton Calls for a Renewed Commitment to Advance Women'’s

Rights

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton called for a
renewal of the global com-
mitment to advance
women'’s rights spurred by
the U.N. World Conference
on Women 15 years ago in
Beijing, saying that
women’s progress is pro-
gress for human rights.

Clinton, speaking at U.N.
headquarters, praised ef-
forts to improve the status
of women and girls across
the globe, saying much
progress has been made.

Clinton told delegates March 12 in
New York, is a political, economic
and social imperative. The paradox
facing many women is they are the
majority of the world’s farmers, but

said. She cited three major U.S.
foreign policy initiatives to illustrate
the American commitment:

The Global Health Initiative, a $63
billion commitment to im-
prove health and
strengthen health systems
worldwide.

The U.S. global food se-
curity program, which is a
$3.5 billion commitment
to strengthen the world's
food supply so farmers
can earn enough to sup-
port their families and food
can be available more
broadly.

The U.S. response to the
challenge of climate

“Fifteen years ago, dele-
gates from 189 countries
met in Beijing for the

Secretary Clinton, left, with U.N. Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon March 12 at U.N. Headguarters in New York for
the Conference on Women.

change. In Copenhagen in
December 2009, Clinton
announced that the United
States would work with

Fourth World Conference

on Women,” Clinton said. “It was a
call to action, a call to the global
community to work for the laws,
reforms and social changes neces-
sary to ensure that women and girls
everywhere finally have the oppor-
tunities they deserve to fulfill their
own God-given potentials and con-
tribute fully to the progress and
prosperity of their societies.”

But she warned that the progress
achieved so far is not the end, but
only the beginning of the work to
realize the dreams set down in Bei-
jing. Clinton spoke at the confer-
ence in 1995 as the first lady when
her husband Bill Clinton was presi-
dent.

“Women are still the majority of the
world’s poor, the uneducated, the
unhealthy, [and] the unfed,” she
added.

Improving the status of women,
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often are forbidden to own the land
they farm.

“President Obama and | believe that
the subjugation of women is a
threat to the national security of the
United States,” Clinton said. “It is
also a threat to the common secu-
rity of our world because the suffer-
ing and denial of the rights of
women and the instability of na-
tions go hand in hand.”

Clinton reminded delegates, in her
address to the Commission on the
Status of Women’s 54th session,
that achieving gender equality and
women'’s empowerment is the third
of eight Millennium Development
Goals, the anti-poverty targets
world leaders have pledged to at-
tain by 2015.

Development strategies must reflect
the roles for women in society and
the benefits they bring, Clinton

other countries to mobilize
$100 billion a year, by 2020, to
address the climate needs of devel-
oping countries.

BAN CALLS FOR END TO GENDER
VIOLENCE

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon earlier called on the interna-
tional community to urgently join
forces to end one of the most brutal
and entrenched forms of gender
discrimination — violence against
women.

“We all need to unite to demand
accountability for the violations of
rights of women and girls,” he said.
“We must listen to and support the
victims and, importantly, address
the roots of violence by changing
the mindsets that perpetuated it.”

Sexual abuse during conflict is just

one of many ways women and girls
(Continued on page 6)
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No U.S. Desire to “Americanize” Somali Peace Process...

(Continued from page 1)

the Africa Union Mission in Somalia
(AMISOM), Carson said. “We have
supported the acquisition of
nonlethal equipment to the govern-
ments of Burundi and to Uganda in
particular,” as well as Djibouti,
ranging from communications
equipment and uniforms to trans-
portation and support for Ugandan
military training of TFG forces.

ess ( http://www.america.gov/st/
texttrans-english/2008/
June/20080610145023xjsnommis
0.9504511.html ),” he said.

“The United States does not plan,
does not direct, and it does not co-
ordinate the military operations of
the TFG, and we have not and will
not be providing direct support for
any potential military offensives.
Further, we are not providing nor

violence and “participate in the hard
work of stabilizing the country” that
will benefit the whole population,
he said.

“The Somali people have suffered
tremendously throughout more than
20 years of conflict, and Somalia’s
turmoil destabilizes not only that
country, but the region and also
some aspects of the international
community,” Carson said.

paying for military advisers for the

Carson estimated that U.S. support

TFG. There is no desire to Ameri-

But this “is not an American prob-

for AMISOM over the past 18 or 19 canize the conflict in Somalia,” Car- lem,” he said. Somalis and Africans

months has been “in the neighbor-  son said.

hood of $185 million.”

The United States believes the TFG
seeks to end the violence caused by /nternational Information Programs,
al-Shabab and other extremist
groups and calls for “an inclusive
political solution” to resolve the
conflict, urging Somalis to reject

The assistant secretary said he

wanted to “set the record straight
and place our policy in proper con-
text.” U.S. policy is “guided by our
support of the Djibouti peace proc-

Women of Courage Honored at
State Department...

(Continued from page 3)

Jung announced that the Avon Foundation for
Women is presenting a $500,000 grant to the U.S.
Department of State Secretary’s Fund for Global
Women’s Leadership for programs designed to help
end violence against women.

Jung also said the foundation is donating another
$1.2 million to Vital Voices, a nongovernmental or-
ganization aimed at training women the world over
for leadership. That grant will bring together women
leaders from 15 countries to share insights in fur-
thering the progress of women in fields such as
business, government and law enforcement.

A video replay of the awards ceremony is available
at http://www.state.gov/video/.

(This is a product of the Bureau of International In-

formation Programs, U.S. Department of State.
Web site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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should “remain in the lead.”
(This is a product of the Bureau of

U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢

Clinton Calls for a Renewed Commit-
ment to Advance ...

(Continued from page 5)

are brutalized and denied their fundamental rights, he
said. Whether domestic violence, sex trafficking or so-
called honor crimes, violence against women and girls
is horrific and it devastates individuals and societies
alike.

Since adoption of the 1995 Beijing Platform for Ac-
tion, international and regional human rights treaties,
as well as United Nations resolutions had obliged na-
tions to eliminate violence against women. The U.N.
Security Council had adopted resolution 1325 in 2000
on women, peace and security, while other texts had
established that sexual violence in conflict could be
prosecuted as war crimes, crimes against humanity or
acts of genocide.

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Infor-

mation Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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U.S. Treasury Opens Internet Exports to Iran, Sudan, Cuba

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — The U.S. Treasury
Department is permitting technol-
ogy companies to export online ser-
vices such as instant messaging, e-
mail and Web browsing to Iran, Su-
dan and Cuba to help people com-
municate through the Internet and
social networks.

The Treasury Department on
March 8 announced the changes
that allow general licenses to ex-
port personal Internet communica-
tions services. The changes also
permit exporting software to Iran
and Sudan, but similar export li-
censing for Cuba is controlled by
the U.S. Commerce Department.
Previously, digital technology com-
panies were reluctant to export
personal communications services
to those countries because of fed-
eral export restrictions.

“Consistent with the administra-
tion’s deep commitment to the uni-
versal rights of all the world’s citi-
zens, the issuance of these general
licenses will make it easier for indi-
viduals in Iran, Sudan and Cuba to
use the Internet to communicate
with each other and with the out-
side world,” Deputy Treasury Sec-
retary Neal Wolin said in the an-
nouncement.

“Today’s actions will enable Iranian,
Sudanese and Cuban citizens to
exercise their most basic rights,” he
added.

The action was first recommended
in December 2009 when the State
Department submitted to Congress
notification of a national interest
waiver under federal law that would
permit exporting free mass-market
software to Iran. The software was
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necessary for the exchange and

sharing of personal communications

over the Internet. Treasury an-
nounced amendments to sanctions
regulations that would permit issu-
ing export licenses for the three
countries. The changes do not af-

fect restrictions on North Korea and

Syria.

a basic human right — for all Irani-

”

ans.

But Wolin cautioned that the United
States will continue to aggressively
enforce existing sanctions and will
work with international partners to
increase pressure on the lranian re-
gime to meet international obliga-
tions. That is a specific reference to

Young people often use cell phones to send text messages as a part of social
networking.

The waiver does not apply to en-
cryption and other software that
would permit tracking of an individ-
ual’s personal Internet activity, ac-
cording to Treasury officials. Both
President Obama and Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton have
said access to Internet communica-
tions is a basic goal of U.S. foreign

policy.

“As recent events in Iran have
shown, personal Internet-based
communications like e-mail, instant
messaging and social networking
are powerful tools,” Wolin said.
“This software will foster and sup-
port the free flow of information —

efforts by the United States and
other Western nations to convince
Iranian leaders to forgo develop-
ment of nuclear weapons. The
United States and others are seek-
ing a new set of sanctions against
Iran if its leaders do not end ura-
nium enrichment, considered an
essential component in making a
nuclear weapon.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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Technology Helps, Hurts Human Rights Activists, Report Says

By Jane Morse
Staff Writer

Washington — New technologies
help human rights proponents get
their message out, but repressive
governments are using them as well
to muzzle activists, according to the
latest County Reports on Human
Rights Practices.

“New technologies have proven
useful both to oppressors and to
those who struggle to expose the
failures and the cowardice of the
oppressors,” said Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton at a March
11 press briefing for the release of
the 2010 report.

A major trend indentified in the re-
port, according to Michael Posner,
assistant secretary for the State
Department’s Bureau of Democ-
racy, Human Rights and Labor, is
that human rights activists are in-
creasingly using new communica-
tions media, including the Internet
and telephone text messaging, to
reach a broader audience. But gov-
ernments, he said, “are also very
aware of the power of these new
media and are trying to control it
and control those using it in ways
that are really troubling and also
invading personal privacy.”

The Human Rights Report — its
commonly used shortened title —
covers internationally recognized
civil, political and worker rights as
outlined in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights ( http://
www.america.gov/un-
declaration.html ). These rights in-
clude freedom from torture and
other cruel treatment, freedom from
prolonged detention without
charge, and freedom from other
flagrant violations of the rights to
life, liberty and security.
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This year, the report has been ex-
panded. More information is being
reported on workers’ rights, child
soldiers, reproductive rights, prac-
tices that endanger indigenous peo-
ple and discrimination against ho-
mosexuals and victims of HIV/
AIDS.

Clinton called the annual report “an
essential tool” for human rights ac-
tivists, journalists, scholars and
governments. But she noted that
the individual country reports are
not intended to prescribe policy;
they provide essential data. “l view
these reports not as ends in them-
selves, but as an important tool in
the development of practical and
effective human rights strategies by
the United States government,”
Clinton said.

This year’s reports assess the hu-
man rights practices of 194 govern-
ments worldwide. Posner identified
several disturbing trends.

“One is that increasingly, govern-
ments are becoming more restric-
tive in their tolerance of nongovern-
mental human rights organizations,”
he said. “They’re trying to constrain
their ability to register and to oper-
ate. They're trying to constrain their
ability to receive foreign funding.
And that’s a trend that we see dra-
matically in the last several years.
At least 25 governments have en-
acted new laws or regulations that
restrict that.”

Posner also said “a number of hu-
man rights violations are carried out
both by governments and by armed
groups opposing them.” He added:
“Governments misuse or overuse
concepts of national security to im-
pose Draconian restrictions on peo-
ple, but at the same time, those

national security emergencies are
real in many places.”

Many vulnerable groups — such as
refugees and displaced people —
are victims of human rights viola-
tions, Posner said. The challenge of
the U.S. government “is to both
highlight what happens to those
vulnerable groups, but more impor-
tantly, to try to figure out what we
can do to protect them.”

Posner said China’s poor human
rights record is getting worse in
some areas, such as the increased
cultural and religious repression of
ethnic minorities. Iran’s already
poor human rights record, he said,
got worse after the June elections
— at least 45 people were killed in
government-protestor clashes. And
Cuba’s treatment of prisoners is
“deplorable,” he said.

But there are also positive trends.
Posner cited President Ellen John-
son Sirleaf’s successful efforts in
Liberia to complete a major truth-
and-reconciliation commission re-
port. Georgia passed criminal-
procedure legislation that provides
greater protections in trials. Ukraine
established a commission on cor-
ruption and had a successful elec-
tion. And Bhutan transitioned to a
constitutional system and a parlia-
mentary monarchy following the
king’'s voluntary relinquishment of
his authority.

But Posner — who served a number
of years as the executive director
and then president of Human Rights
First, a nonprofit, nonpartisan, inter-
national human rights organization
— said the most important positive
trend was the increase in activity
and creativity among human rights
activists. ¢
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Spearheading a Grass-Roots Movement for Change in Kenya

By Carlyn Reichel every Kenyan, regardless of gender, right decisions,” said Njogu, “they’ll

Staff Writer class or ethnic background. She is a never be able to shake off the
woman actively working to put her- shackles of oppression.”

Washington — There were three self out of business. “A new consti-

times Ann Njogu considered quit- tutional dispensation ... would en- Like many other human rights advo-

cates around the world, Njogu has
paid a high price for her activism.
She has been harassed and ar-
rested, including in 2008 when
she was sexually molested by the
police who were beating and ar-
resting her. Though she had
worked in the field of sexual vio-
lence for years and seen count-
less travesties, Njogu’s reaction
was no different from that of any
other woman in that situation: “I
wanted to die. For three months, |
cried every day.”

ting her work in human rights ac-
tivism in Kenya. The first was
when a woman walked into her
office so badly beaten by her hus-
band that her head and face were
swollen to the size of a huge
pumpkin. Njogu and her organiza-
tion successfully had the husband
arrested, only to have the
woman’s mother drop the charges
when the community threatened to
burn down the mother’s house in
retribution.

The second instance followed a
visit to the Lang’ata women'’s
prison, where Njogu interviewed
hundreds of women who were
wrongfully imprisoned and held for
years without access to the justice
system. “If truly we are working in

Njogu picked right back up with
her work. She is quick to point
out, however, that it is not that

=~ she or any of her colleagues lack
fear, “we still felt the fear, but
continued to do it anyway because

Human rights lawyer Ann Njogu does not shy

) . away from controversy. Her fighting spirit |’ X )
this area,” Njogu thought, “how keeps her fighting until she achieves results. | it Was the right thing. We under-

can there be so many innocent stand that it is our duty, and that

women in the custody of the jails?” sure that nobody is left out, nobody of our generation, to replace the
is excluded, that nobody is lesser or present despair with a new hope.”
The third came after hearing from greater,” she said. “Once we get a

the young women on her staff of new constitutional dispensation, Despite everything she has been
the kind of mental trauma they had most of the women’s issues that through, that hopefulness is one of
suffered seeing the daily abuse and we deal with will also fall by the the most striking qualities about
violence perpetrated against women wayside, because it will be en- Njogu. “In Africa and in Kenya we
in their country. On each occasion, trenched in the supreme law of the have all the resources,” she says.
though, it was precisely because of land.” “It’s only that we have the wrong
these women that Njogu continued priorities, the wrong leadership to
her work, and it was on behalf of As part of this effort, Njogu’s other direct those priorities, and the levels
all their struggles that Njogu re- organization, Africa Community De- of corruption that make it impossi-

cently accepted a 2010 Women of velopment Media, is committed to  ble for that potential to be realized.”
Courage Award from U.S. Secretary spreading community-based radio She often speaks excitedly about a
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and stations to each of the 210 parlia- new generation of Kenyan leaders

first lady Michelle Obama. mentary constituencies in Kenya so committed to ethics, merit, service
communities can generate their and accountability striving to bring

As chairperson of the Centre for own media and determine the is- about national transformation and

Rights Education and Awareness, sues that are important to them. not “sedation through welfare.”

Njogu documents gender-based vio- “Unless the people are equipped

lence and advocates constitutional  with all the information they re- She also highlights the importance

reforms to enshrine equal rights for quire, and they need, to make the (Continued on page 10)
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For Human Rights Heroine, “No Ordinary Arrest” ...

(Continued from page 4)

number of countries. But as a hu-
man rights activist, | said to myself,
there is no way that | can quit and
play into the hands of ZANU-PF and
allow the thousands of women who
fall into the same predicament as
me to suffer.”

Despite her experience of political
corruption, Mukoko remains a
staunch advocate for working to-
ward a new constitution so the peo-
ple of Zimbabwe can determine
how they are governed as a nation.
She cautions, though, that even the
most brilliant constitution “will just
be a document.” “The challenge
remains with the citizens in terms
of demanding to see that document

implemented,” and knowing what
their rights are under the constitu-
tion.

She also fears that any planned
constitutional referendum and elec-
tions will be subject to the same
violence and intimidation tactics
that have plagued past elections.
The Zimbabwe Peace Project is al-
ready hearing threats of
“unspecified action” against those
who do not support the Kariba draft
of the constitution. As part of her
time in Washington, Mukoko asked
for international support and legal
resources to help when violence
erupts, particularly help for the
women who often bear the brunt of
such outbreaks. She also asked for
support for civil society organiza-

tions in Zimbabwe because “our
space as human rights defenders is
shrinking by the day.”

Despite the abuses she has suf-
fered, Jestina Mukoko has no inten-
tion of backing down or disappear-
ing again. She knows that her
work, and that of women and hu-
man rights defenders like her, sends
the right message to people in
power. “It is important that people
do not give up,” she says, “because
this is really the future for our chil-
dren. If we give up, then we have
given up on the next generation.”

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢

Spearheading a Grass-Roots Movement for Change in Kenya. ..

(Continued from page 9)

of continued international attention
to issues in her country. In re-
sponse to a question about how
American women and organizations
could provide support for her work,
Njogu replied: “When you speak up,
our government listens. When you
activate your networks, that is awe-
some.” As one example, she credits
the letters written on her behalf
from all over the world as instru-
mental in securing her release from
prison.
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“We hear the voices from across
the world telling us, yes it has been
done elsewhere — it can also be

done in Kenya,” says Njogu. “Those

voices make us ask, if it has hap-
pened elsewhere, why can’t it hap-
pen in Kenya? Why can’t it happen
in Africa?” Njogu believes it can
and will.

At her core, Njogu has faith that
individual efforts and individual
choices made at the grass-roots
level will transform Kenyan society
and mitigate the entrenched ine-
qualities; that information generated

through community-owned and -
operated radio outlets will empower
people to make the best decisions
for their communities; that informed
citizens will elect leaders who stand
for good governance and condemn
corruption. “The time for change
has come,” Njogu states confi-
dently, “and there’s nobody that’s
going to stop that kind of change
that is brewing across the country.”

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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African Stars, Stories Honored at the Oscars

By Gabrielle M. M. Brock
Staff Writer

Washington — This year, the 82nd
annual Academy Awards ceremony,

Gavin Hood picked up the Academy
Award for Best Foreign Language
Picture in 2005, and District 9’s
2010 success indicates that the
South African movie industry is

bilitation, boarding and education to
children with physical disabilities
and hearing impairments — the only
one of its kind in Zimbabwe. He
then returned to the United States

known as the Oscars, reflected
the growing influence of African
artists — and issues — on the
American movie industry.

For the first time, a film written
and directed by an African was
nominated for Best Picture. Dis-
trict 9, written and directed by
Neill Blomkamp of South Africa,
and set in modern-day Johannes-
burg, offers a bleak imagining of
the social consequences of
extraterrestrials landing on Earth.
The film’s principal themes of
xenophobia, racial segregation
and forced evictions, as well its
title, are deeply rooted in the
history of apartheid in South Af-
rica. Shooting on location in
Chiawelo, Soweto, the cast and
crew of District 9 were over-
whelmingly South African, and
all but unknown to American
audiences. £

g
~
£

to raise funds to shoot the
documentary he knew he
had to make about Prudence
and Liyana, her band of fel-
low disabled musicians.

Prudence’s story is one of
courage, hope and excep-
tional music. Music by Pru-
dence will be on television in
the United States in May,
and will be shown at film
festivals all over the country.

In addition to African stories,
African actors were also in
the spotlight this year. Nomi-
nated for Best Performance
in a Lead Role, Gabourey
Sidibe, whose father is from
§ Senegal, earned praise for a
breakthrough performance in
the movie Precious: Based

2l on the Novel “Push” by Sap-
phire. Playing an obese, illit-

District 9 enjoyed a resounding

Music for Prudence director Roger Ross Williams and
Prudence Mabhena.

erate, abused and pregnant
teenager, 26-year-old Sidibe

and immediate success in the
United States, opening as the Num-
ber 1 box office hit during the
weekend of August 14, 2009. The
science-fiction movie became a sur-
prise hit with moviegoers and critics
alike. Rotten Tomatoes, a U.S.
online aggregator of film critiques
and ratings, described the film as
“technically brilliant and emotionally
wrenching,” and reported that it got
90 percent positive reviews.

Though District 9 did not win any
of the four Oscars for which it was
nominated, it received kudos from
the critics.

The film Tsotsi by South African
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making an impressive impact on
Hollywood.

In the documentary category, Music
by Prudence, a film about a young
Zimbabwean singer whose voice
could not be silenced by abandon-
ment, abuse or abject poverty,
picked up the award for Best Docu-
mentary Short (short film). Director
Roger Ross Williams, an African-
American from a Gullah community
in South Carolina, learned about
Prudence Mabhena from his pro-
ducer, Elinor Burkett. He flew out to
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, and spent
two weeks with Prudence at King
George VI, a school providing reha-

was hired after only one
audition with the film's director.
Though she did not come home
with the Oscar, her performance
earned critics’ praise. During the
Oscar ceremony, Precious co-
producer Oprah Winfrey, known for
her efforts to support female educa-
tion in Africa, paid tribute to Sidibe,
saying that the young Senegalese-
American was “on the threshold of
a brilliant new career.”

Finally, Invictus, a highly acclaimed
American film about a historic mo-
ment in African history, garnered
two Academy Award nominations,
for Best Actor in a Lead and Best
(Continued on page 12)
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African Stars, Stories Honored at the Oscars . ...

(Continued from page 11)

Actor in a Supporting Role. Filmed
in Cape Town, South Africa, Invic-
tus stars Morgan Freeman as Nel-
son Mandela and focuses on Man-
dela’s early presidency and his ef-
forts to unite the country around its
mostly white rugby team in the af-
termath of the abolition of apart-
heid. Matt Damon plays Francois
Pienaar, the Afrikaner team captain.

Though neither actor took home the
Oscar, Freeman’s and Damon’s per-
formances brought a pivotal mo-
ment in South African history alive
for viewers. Freeman attended the
ceremony wearing a bracelet cre-
ated by the Nelson Mandela Foun-
dation ( http://
www.nelsonmandela.org/
index.php ) as part of the 46664
Campaign. Named after the five-
digit prisoner number assigned to
Mandela for nearly 30 years, the
campaign uses that number as a
symbol for the faith that hard work
and compassion can build a brighter
and fairer world. The bracelets are
to be auctioned off later this year,
with the proceeds going to the
foundation.

Invictus is not the only Africa-
related film in recent years to be
recognized by the Academy. Over
the years, dozens of films about
Africa have been nominated for
Academy Awards. Starting with
1985’s Out of Africa, which won
Best Picture, Hollywood began tak-
ing note of African stories and pro-
jecting them onto the silver screen,
much to the delight of American
critics and filmgoers:

In 1987, Denzel Washington was
nominated for his performance as
South African human rights leader
Steve Biko in Cry Freedom.
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Precious co-producer Oprah Winfrey and star Gabourey Sidibe.

In 1989, Marlon Brando was nomi-
nated for his role in A Dry White
Season, a film about apartheid in
South Africa.

1997 was a big year for Africa at
the Oscars. Steven Spielberg retold
the story of the slaves kidnapped
by the crew of the slave ship Amis-
tad and garnered four nominations.
The Ghost and the Darkness, a
thriller about the building of the rail-
way in colonial Kenya, won an
award for sound editing. That year,
the Best Documentary award went
to When We Were Kings, a recount-
ing of the famous “Rumble in the
Jungle” — the 1974 boxing match
between Muhammad Ali and
George Foreman held in Zaire. An-
other Best Documentary nominee
was Mandela: Son of Africa, Father
of a Nation.

In 1998, Gorillas in the Mist, about
Dian Fossey’s struggle to protect
mountain gorillas in Rwanda, earned
five nominations.

In 2001, the Academy gave the
Best Foreign Language Picture

award to Nowhere in Africa, a Ger-
man film about a German Jewish
family fleeing to Kenya during the
1930s.

In 2004, Hotel Rwanda, about the
Rwandan genocide, received three
nominations.

In 2005, The Constant Gardener, a
thriller set in present-day Kenya,
was nominated for four Academy
Awards, and Tsotsi, a depiction of
life in the townships in Johannes-
burg, won Best Foreign Language
Picture.

In 20086, Forest Whitaker won Best
Actor for his performance as Ildi
Amin in The Last King of Scotland.
The same year, Blood Diamond, a
film about the conflict diamond in-
dustry and the civil war in Sierra
Leone, received five nominations.

In 2008, War Dance, a documen-
tary about children living in a refu-
gee camp in Uganda, was nomi-
nated for Best Documentary. ¢
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U.S. Senate Passes Bill Against African Rebel Group’s Atrocities

By Jim Fisher-Thompson
Staff Writer

Washington — The U.S. Senate has
passed a bill with wide bipartisan
support aimed at curbing atrocities
in Uganda and Sudan committed by
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA),
a vicious rebel group that has ter-
rorized eastern Africa for more than
two decades and whose depreda-
tions are spreading to Africa’s Great
Lakes region.

The Lord’s Resistance Army Disar-
mament and Northern Uganda Re-
covery Act, sponsored by senators
Russ Feingold (Democrat from
Washington), Sam Brownback
(Republican from Kansas) and
James Inhofe (Republican from
Oklahoma) and cosponsored by 60
other senators, was approved by
the Senate March 11. Feingold,
who long has been an advocate for
democracy and development in Af-
rica, is chairman of the Senate For-
eign Relations Subcommittee on
Africa.

To become law, the bill must be
passed by the House of Representa-
tives and signed by the president.

It would require the U.S. govern-
ment to work with multilateral part-
ners “to develop a viable path to
disarm the LRA, while ensuring the
protection of civilians,” according to
a statement from Feingold.

In the statement, Feingold said,
“When | traveled to northern
Uganda, | saw the effects of the
LRA’s brutality in the faces of the
Ugandan people living in displace-
ment camps. The passage of this
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bill sends a message that the United
States will no longer stand by and
watch the Lord’s Resistance Army
terrorize innocent civilians across
central Africa, kidnap thousands of
children and force them to become
child soldiers.”

He added, “This legislation also
sends a clear signal that the United
States is committed to working
with regional stakeholders to
change the conditions that have
allowed this war to persist for so
long.”

Over more than two decades, the
LRA, under the brutal leadership of
Joseph Kony, has kidnapped more
than 66,000 children and forced
them to fight as child soldiers, Fein-
gold said. The group’s attacks have
spread to northeastern Congo and
the Central African Republic. In
2009 the United Nations reported
that the LRA killed more than 1,500
people, abducted more than 1,800,
and displaced hundreds of thou-
sands of people in the Central Afri-
can Republic, Congo and southern
Sudan.

The legislation authorizes U.S. as-
sistance for transitional justice and
reconciliation to help the Ugandan
government address the grievances
and regional divisions that the LRA
exploited for nearly two decades.
The act calls for an additional $10
million in humanitarian assistance
for those areas outside of Uganda
now directly affected by the LRA’s
brutality.

Brownback, a promoter of anti-
malaria programs in Africa, said
when he visited Uganda in 2004, “I

learned firsthand about the atroci-
ties against civilians committed by
the LRA. The United States and the
international community must work
to establish lasting peace in north-
ern Uganda and to bring Joseph
Kony and the Lord’s Resistance
Army to justice.”

Lz

Maurice Otto, 13, was mutilated in 2001
when the Lord's Resistance Army attacked
his home in northern Uganda.

He added, “I am thankful that my
Senate colleagues passed this im-
portant piece of legislation, and
look forward to the bill being signed
into law.”

Inhofe said, “lI am pleased that we
were finally able to find a way for-
ward for this legislation, because
quite frankly, it is just too important
to hold up. Today’s Senate passage
of this bill is a victory for the count-
less lives destroyed at the hands of
Joseph Kony.”

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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Israeli Settlement Announcement “An Insult,” Clinton Says

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — Obama administra-
tion officials continue to criticize
Israeli settlement expansion follow-
ing the March 9 announcement of
1,600 new units in East Jerusalem,
saying bilateral ties remain strong
but that Israel and the Palestinians
need to take measures to build up
confidence and trust that will help
advance peace efforts.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton, in a March 12 interview
with NBC television, described the
Israeli announcement, made during
Vice President Biden’s trip to the
region ( http://www.america.gov/st/
peacesec-english/2010/
March/20100312145414esnamfua
k0.5018732.html ), as “an insult”
both to the vice president and to
the United States.

“We share common values and
there is so much that Israel repre-
sents that we support,” Clinton
said. “But we believe in the two-
state solution” that establishes a
viable, contiguous and independent
Palestinian state and that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has also said he believes in. The
Obama administration wants to see
“confidence-building measures and
actions that will result in the re-
sumption of negotiations and then a
move toward the resolution on the
final status issues,” she said.

“The United States is deeply in-
vested in trying to work with the
parties in order to bring about this
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resolution,” she said. “We don't
get easily discouraged, so ... we're
working toward the resumption of
the negotiation. But we expect Is-
rael and the Palestinians to do their
part, and not to take any action
that will undermine the chance that
we can achieve the two state solu-
tion,” she said.

The secretary acknowledged on
CNN television March 12 that there
are those on both sides as well as
“outside agitators” who are not in
favor of a two-state solution or a
peaceful resolution of the conflict.
Both sides had agreed to hold indi-
rect talks on March 8. Clinton said
the resumption of talks “is the most
important goal,” and that the
Obama administration wants “the
difficult negotiations that will lead
to the two-state solution” to pro-
ceed.

In a joint statement March 12

( http://www.america.gov/st/
texttrans-english/2010/
March/20100312172455eaifas0.1
906353.html ), the United Nations,
the European Union, the Russian
Federation and the United States,
collectively known as the Middle
East Quartet, also condemned ls-
rael’s announcement of new settle-
ments and agreed to “closely moni-
tor developments in Jerusalem” and
consider additional steps to address
the situation on the ground.

“The Quartet will take full stock of
the situation at its meeting in Mos-
cow on March 19,” the statement
said.

All four reaffirmed that “unilateral
actions taken by either party cannot
prejudge the outcome of negotia-
tions and will not be recognized by
the international community,” and
that peace between Israel and its
Arab neighbors, including the estab-
lishment of a Palestinian state “is in
the fundamental interests of the
parties, of all states in the region,
and of the international commu-
nity.”

Senior White House adviser David
Axelrod told ABC television March
14 that the Israeli announcement
“seemed calculated to undermine”
the recently announced proximity
talks, which he said was
“distressing” to those who are pro-
moting peace in the region.

The conflict serves as a flash point
throughout the region, and it is im-
portant not only to the security of
Israelis and Palestinians, but also
the United States “that we move
forward and resolve this very diffi-
cult issue,” Axelrod said.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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Northern Ireland Offers Perspective for Mideast Peace Efforts

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton said the
United States is seeking the “full
commitment” of Israelis and Pales-
tinians to peace efforts, and visiting
Irish Foreign Minister Michael Mar-
tin said the developing peace proc-
ess in Northern Ireland offers the
two sides a “useful template” for
conflict resolution.

In remarks at the State Department
March 16, Clinton praised the
March 9 vote by the Northern Ire-
land Assembly to complete the
process — know as devolution — of
transferring police and judicial pow-
ers from the British Parliament.

The vote marked “an important step
toward realizing the promise of the
Good Friday Agreement and the St.
Andrews Agreement and achieving
a full and lasting peace for the peo-
ple of Northern Ireland,” Clinton
said. The Obama administration,
through its economic envoy, Declan
Kelly, has been actively working
with Northern Irish leaders to build
on their agreements and promote
peace through private-sector invest-
ment.

Martin said reconciliation between
the communities in Northern Ireland
remains a “key priority,” and there
is still work needed to extend the
economic benefits brought by the
peace process to harder-to-reach
communities in the area. “I'm talk-
ing about areas where the health
indices are not what they should
be, where school-completion rates
may not be what they should be,”
he said.

But, in reference to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, Martin said one
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important lesson from Northern Ire-
land’s experience is that “where
there is a political will on behalf of
all parties to a conflict or to a dis-
pute, there can be resolution, and
the prospects ... for resolution can
be good.”

It has taken more than 20 years for
the Northern Ireland process to ar-
rive where it is today, and “it still
needs a lot of attention, focus and
application,” he said.

But the experience provides “a use-
ful template to look at in terms of
how you bring people into a proc-
ess that ultimately leads to a resolu-
tion,” Martin said, stressing the
need for moderate voices to be en-
couraged.

The foreign minister welcomed the
U.S. push for indirect, or proximity,
talks between lIsraelis and Palestini-
ans and cited Special Envoy George
Mitchell’s “valuable role” in encour-
aging the peace process in Northern
Ireland during the 1990s. “We
know his patience, his legendary
patience, and his patience in situa-
tions like this,” he said. Mitchell
was appointed special envoy for
Mideast peace in January 2009.

Secretary Clinton said that in the
aftermath of Israel’s announcement
of new settlements in East Jerusa-
lem, the United States is actively
consulting with Israel “over steps
that we think would demonstrate
the requisite commitment” to the
peace process.

The Obama administration is com-
mitted to a negotiated two-state
solution, Clinton said. “We think
that George Mitchell's legendary
patience will win the day as the
process gets started again because
there's just too much at stake for

both the Palestinians and the lIs-
raelis,” the secretary added.

Asked about the role of Hamas,
which the United States has desig-
nated as a terrorist organization,
Clinton said the group is aware of
the conditions it needs to meet in
order to participate in peace efforts.

“lIf Hamas renounces violence, rec-
ognizes lIsrael’s right to exist, pur-
sues a responsible political path,
they would certainly be recognized
as having a role to play. But in the
absence of that, you cannot have
an armed resistance group that con-
tinues to call for the elimination of
Israel as part of a peace process,”
she said. “It's a contradiction.”

Foreign Minister Martin likened the
situation to the participation of Sinn
Fein, the political wing of the Irish
Republican Army (IRA), in the
Northern Ireland peace process.

“The fundamental trigger for the
engagement back a long time ago
was the renunciation of violence, a
cease-fire that the IRA declared to
facilitate engagement and participa-
tion in the overall process,” Martin
said.

In Ireland’s approach to the Middle
East, “we've consistently made it
clear publicly that there has to be a
renunciation of violence, and there
has to be a recognition ... of Israel,”
he said.

Secretary Clinton also welcomed
Ireland’s decision to devote 20 per-
cent of its international assistance
budget to help alleviate global hun-
ger. Ireland is already targeting ma-
ternal and infant malnutrition in
countries such as Malawi, Ethiopia
and Tanzania, she said. ¢

Weekly Special Report




Muslim and Arab Americans Learn Importance of Being Counted

By M. Scott Bortot
Staff Writer

Washington — The U.S. Constitu-
tion requires that a census be taken
of the American people every 10
years. The purpose? To determine
the number of representatives in

reau, the “U.S. Census 2010: Mus-
lim Voices Matter” event featured a
panel discussion and question-and-
answer session.

Held at the Rafik B. Hariri Building
at Georgetown University, the panel

the U.S. Congress and to allo-
cate federal funds appropriate to
the needs of communities.

This month, the U.S. Census
Bureau is sending questionnaires
to millions of homes. Each form
asks 10 questions designed to
understand who lives in each
household. As with previous
censuses, guestions on the 2010
U.S. Census form are sparking
debate among Americans.

Like many of their fellow citi-
zens, Muslim and Arab Ameri-
cans have concerns about the
census. How will their informa-
tion be used? Who will be able

included U.S. Census Center Assis-

v
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Lutz said personal information gath-
ered by the U.S. Census Bureau
cannot be shared with government
agencies. Even federal law enforce-
ment agencies are prohibited from
accessing personal data.

During the question-and-answer
session, audience members asked
about census confidentiality.
Could new laws make personal
data available to the federal gov-
ernment?

Alejandro Beutel, the Muslim Pub-
lic Affairs Council government
affairs liaison, said that America’s
legislative process is shaped by

|| its citizens through engagement
with elected officials. If people
disagree with legislation — en-
acted or proposed — they have
the power to change it.

Another issue for some Ameri-
cans is how they define their race

to use their information?

Imam Johari Adbul-Malik encourages Muslim
Americans to participate in the U.S. Census.

on the census form. One of the
questions asks about the race of

To make their concerns known,
and to answer questions in an open
forum, Muslim and Arab-American
organizations are partnering with
the U.S. Census Bureau nationwide
to urge their communities to partici-
pate in the census. Events are being
held all over the United States
where representatives of the Cen-
sus Bureau meet with different
communities and answer their ques-
tions.

One of these events was held
March 8 in Washington, where
Muslim Americans asked questions
and voiced their opinions about the
2010 census with Census Bureau
officials and community leaders.
Sponsored by the American Muslim
Interactive Network (AMIN) in part-
nership with the U.S. Census Bu-
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tant Manager Philip Lutz, Dar Al-
Hijrah Islamic Center community
outreach director Imam Johari Ab-
dul-Malik and DC Counts Director
Maurice Henderson from the office
of Washington’s mayor.

Lutz addressed a concern shared by
Americans of all backgrounds — the
confidentiality of the census.

“There is a fear that filling out a
census form will lead to something
bad,” Lutz told the audience, but
stressed this is not true. “The cen-
sus is used only for statistical pur-
poses and it cannot be used with
any other federal agencies.” Fliers
distributed to audience members by
the Census Bureau read “Keeping
your answers confidential is our
solemn oath.”

household members, but currently
“Arab” is not given as an option.
Many Arab Americans feel their eth-
nicity should be one of the choices
on the census forms. Therefore,
many Arab Americans are mobiliz-
ing their communities to check the
“Some other race” box on census
forms and write in “Arab.”

Beutel highlighted the Samoan-
American community as an example
of how to be counted. Although
they number approximately 60,000
nationwide, Samoans worked hard
to be represented on census forms,
according to Beutel.

“Contact your local government

representative and lobby for your

ethnicity to be placed on the cen-
(Continued on page 20)
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U.S. Geological Survey to Help Devise Climate Adaptation Projects

By Karin Rives
Staff Writer

and train new scientists to work on whether or not breeding birds have
climate adaptation. enough to eat. Another Alaska pro-
ject is focusing on that. “So if
you're managing a critical bird habi-
tat, you might want to put in a ref-
uge to better protect such birds,”
Beard said.

Washington — The U.S. Geological
Survey ( http://www.usgs.gov/
global_change ) (USGS) has unique
knowledge of how rising global
temperatures are affecting Amer-
ica’s natural resources. Lately,
USGS scientists have been tapped
to also help devise strategies that
will help nature adapt to climate
change.

“This is a very broad mission in all
our regional centers that’s been
ramped up over the last two or
three years,” said Douglas Beard,
the National Climate Change and
Wildlife Science Center’s interim
chief. “These are on-the-ground

Another study in the Navajo Nation
in the southwestern United States

A number of USGS climate adapta-
tion projects aimed at protecting
the nation’s natural resources
against ecological havoc are under
way — and efforts to boost funding
for such work is an indication of
how significant this new mandate
has become.

President Obama asked for an $8
million budget increase in fiscal year
2011 for USGS’ National Climate
Change and Wildlife Science Center
( http://nccw.usgs.gov/ ), the office

that handles much of the agency’s
climate adaptation work. If ap-
proved by Congress, the new
money will be used to create five
regional climate-science centers
where USGS scientists will work
directly with natural resource man-
agers on climate-change-response
strategies.

The first such center is slated to
open in April at the University of
Alaska in Anchorage. The govern-
ment will invite bids from institu-
tions or organizations interested in
forming climate science centers in
the Pacific Northwest and the
southeastern part of the United
States.

The president also requested $1

million in additional funding to help
USGS develop new partnerships
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Retreating glacier in Alaska.

projects to address the needs of our
partner agencies. We hear a lot
from them on adaptation and
they’re asking for our help.”

In one Alaska project, for example,
USGS scientists are trying to pro-
ject how plankton and, in turn, fish
will be affected when glaciers that
hold fresh water melt and the
chemistry of the ocean water
changes. This will help manage-
ment agencies anticipate resource
changes and perhaps change fish-
ery rules to address expected in-
creases or declines.

Rising temperatures can also affect
what time flowers bloom, and

focuses on the movement of sand
dunes, and how this affects plants
that people and animals on the Na-
tive American reservation in north-
ern Arizona depend on. With the
area growing hotter and drier,
plants that keep the sand dunes in
place have difficulty growing, caus-
ing the dunes to shift. This makes it
harder for new plants to take root.

“By studying climate change im-
pacts to sand dunes we can identify
strategies for keeping sand dunes
more stable, we can identify which
plants need to be protected, and
what kind of plants may tolerate
dune mobility enough to be used in
(Continued on page 20)

Weekly Special Report




Pandemic H1N1 Persists as Avian Flu Claims Lives in Three Nations

By Cheryl Pellerin
Science Writer

Washington — A global pandemic is
still under way according to the
World Health Organization (WHO),
12 months after more than half the
population of La Gloria in the
Mexican state of Veracruz
were sickened by a respiratory '
disease later identified as type
A influenza, subtype H1N1.

And in at least three countries |
where H1N1 ( http://
www.who.int/csr/disease/
swineflu/en/index.html ) is
circulating ? Egypt, Indonesia
and Vietnam ? highly patho-
genic H5N1 ( http://
www.who.int/topics/
avian_influenza/en/ ) avian flu
is infecting poultry and sicken-
ing and sometimes killing peo-
ple who come into close con-
tact with ill or dead birds.

As of February 28, more than
213 countries and territories

H1N1 AND H5N1: A COMPOUND
THREAT

The latest human H5N1 cases have
come from nations where H1N1 is
also circulating. On February 12,

L ST

tries, scientists fear that the vi-
ruses’ genetic components could
mix, creating a new virus that
spreads easily from person to per-
son, as does pandemic H1N1 virus,
and that kills nearly 60 percent of
the people it infects, as does H5N1.

have reported laboratory-
confirmed cases of pandemic

Chinese students at a primary school in Jinjiang city in southeast Fujian province wear
masks against HINI flu.

H1N1 flu. Millions have been
infected and at least 16,455 people
have died since the pandemic began
in 2009. The illness is generally
mild but has been more severe and
sometimes deadly for pregnant
women, children and young adults,
and people of all ages who have
chronic diseases.

“An estimated 300 million people or
more have been vaccinated against
pandemic influenza,” Dr. Keiji Fu-
kuda, special adviser on pandemic
flu to WHO Director-General Marga-
ret Chan, said February 24, adding
that WHO recommends vaccination
as a good way to protect against
H1N1.

Page 18

the Ministry of Health of Indonesia
announced a new case of human
infection of HoN1. The infected 25-
year-old female from Jakarta prov-
ince died January 25.

On March 4, the Ministry of Health
of Egypt confirmed five new cases
of H5N1, with all of the victims re-
ported in critical to stable condition
in February. On the same date, the
Ministry of Health of Vietnam con-
firmed three new cases, including
one death.

With pandemic H1N1 and highly
pathogenic H5N1 circulating among
people in some of the same coun-

WORLDWIDE THREAT CONTINUES

On February 23, an emergency
committee of international experts
established as part of the Interna-
tional Health Regulations met for
the seventh time since the pan-
demic began to determine if the
world is still in the grip of the swine
-origin H1N1 virus. The committee
studied the situation worldwide.

In the northern temperate zones of
the Americas, pandemic flu is circu-
lating at low levels and activity is
declining. In the United States, the
(Continued on page 19)
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Pandemic H1N1 Persists as Avian Flu Claims Lives in Three Nations ...

(Continued from page 18)

Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reports that
for the week ending February
27, flu activity was relatively
low and mostly caused by
H1N1. Flu infections are ex-
pected to continue for weeks
and the nation could experi-
ence another wave of flu ac-
tivity caused by H1N1 or sea-
sonal flu.

Flu levels are back to normal
in western Europe, but many
eastern European countries
(Russia, Bulgaria, Armenia and
Moldova) still report higher-
than-normal respiratory dis-
ease. Pandemic H1N1 is circu-
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lating in south and southeast

Rows of chickens at a farm in Long An province in the Mekong Delta in southern Vietnam.

Asian countries. Infections are
up in Thailand, and Burma reports
regional infections, but infection
still is relatively low in both coun-
tries.

In East Asia, flu transmission con-
tinues at low levels in Hong Kong
and Taiwan, and is at normal levels
in Japan and South Korea. In Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, flu infec-
tions are low and the island nations
of the South Pacific have reported
no new H1N1 cases.

Infections are low in North Africa
and West Asia. In sub-Saharan Af-
rica, where flu surveillance data is
limited, several West African coun-
tries, including Senegal and Mauri-
tania, report rising numbers of pan-
demic flu cases. Data from the rest
of Africa suggest flu infection levels
are low and transmission sporadic.

Because of mixed evidence for de-
clining or low pandemic activity in
many countries, new community-
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level HIN1 transmission in West
Africa, and the Southern Hemi-
sphere’s winter months (June, July
and August) ? a season that usually
promotes flu transmission ? the
committee and Chan determined
that there has been no change in
the pandemic phase ( http://
www.who.int/csr/disease/
avian_influenza/phase/en/
index.html ), still at the highest
level, 6.

THE WAY FORWARD

On April 19-21, high-level govern-
ment officials responsible for animal
and human health from many na-
tions will meet in Hanoi, Vietnam,
to participate in the International
Ministerial Conference on Animal
and Pandemic Influenza ( http://
www.imcapi-hanoi-2010.org/

partners/en/ ), whose theme is “The

Way Forward.”

This is the seventh international

meeting since 2005 on the topic of
pandemic flu, held to advance co-
operation among health and agricul-
ture ministers to confront the global
threat.

Read more about pandemic H1N1
and H5N1 at America.gov ( http://
www.america.gov/h1n1_flu.html )
and at pandemicflu.gov ( http://
www.pandemicflu.gov/ ).

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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U.S. Geological Survey to Help Devise Climate .....

(Continued from page 17)

revegetation programs,” Margaret
Hiza, the USGS scientist running the
project, explained in a recent pod-
cast.

As U.S. government agencies such
as USGS focus more on helping peo-
ple and animals adapt to climate
change, they may face some set-
backs along the way. The question
going forward, Beard said, is what
can — and cannot — be done to
help nature adapt to rising tempera-
tures.

USGS, like other government stew-
ards of the United States’ natural
resources, has a mission to use sci-
ence to find the best solutions out
there. “Everybody’s engaged,” Beard
said.

Other USGS climate adaptation pro-
jects under way:

Investigation into how higher tem-
peratures and less precipitation in

arid and semi-arid regions of North
America affect wetlands that serve
as stopovers for migratory birds.

Study of how temperature changes
in streams in the northeastern
United States affect the Atlantic
salmon population, and projections
of future salmon populations in man-
aged fisheries.

Research into how rising sea levels
redistribute tidal salt marshes in the
San Francisco Bay area. The results
of the study will help the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service plan future land
acquisition to protect birds that de-
pend on the marshes.

Learn more about climate change
( http://www.america.gov/
climate_resources.html ) at Amer-
ica.gov.

Want to do something about climate
change? Join the global conversa-
tion on Facebook ( http://
www.facebook.com/
ConversationsClimate ) or share your
thoughts below. ¢

(Continued from page 16)

sus,” Beutel said.

Abdul-Malik’s remarks during the
event further highlighted commu-

ships are being formed across the
nation between the Census Bureau

and Muslim-American organiza-
tions to ensure that everyone is
counted.

Muslim and Arab Americans Learn Importance of Being Counted. ..

ent faiths. “But | think it is also
really important to work with com-
munity organizations that are not
religious-based per se.”

To advance messages from the

AMIN’s founder, Hazami Barmada,
said she was inspired to participate
in promoting the census when she
noticed a lack of socio-economic
and ethnic diversity at other cen-
sus-related events. After Barmada
contacted the Census Bureau to
plan the Muslim Voices Matter
event, a census official met her
the next day. Just over a week
later, the Georgetown University
event was held.

event, Barmada said plans are in
the works to make a YouTube
video. She also hopes her organi-
zation will work with the Census
Bureau to distribute materials pro-
vided at the evening’s event to the
wider community.

nity participation. Citing examples
from the Quran and the tradition of
the Prophet Muhammad that sup-
port censuses, he said Muslim
Americans need to get involved.

“We ask the minimum number of
questions to get the maximum
amount of information to help this
nation,” Abdul-Malik said, stress-
ing the positive uses for census
data in strengthening America.
“Maslaha, meaning the common
interest, is the Arabic word that
should encourage Muslims to be
involved in the census,” he said.
Lutz said the Muslim-American
community is responding positively
to the 2010 U.S. Census. Partner-

“Hopefully, in dialoguing with
them further, | want to see how
we can help disseminate these
packages to different community
groups beyond mosques and com-
“l know you have done some work munity centers,” Barmada said.
with the mosques,” Barmada re-
called telling the Census Bureau,
explaining her organization is not
religious, but serves as a forum to
create understanding among differ-

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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